3 5 5 25 y 3 ; ; Rs 


3 DEE 
®ELECTIONS | 1 

a nnn THE „ : ek nS Oe 
VERNACULAR N f 
PUBLISHED IN THE PANJ : 5 


OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES; AND Bun. - 


— > 


W 7 7 ; 2 5 5 ‘ * ed 


Received up to 11th June, iss“. 2 1 


POLITI 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 9th Jane says that Aiyub Khan Soy pecan 


aking preparations to wage war „„ 


is mi 


* against che Amir Abdul 


But it appears from au Auglo- | . 
has sent a message to the Amir to the „ 
should grant him the possession of all | 1 


between Herat and Farah ; he would never 
trouble in future. 
of attacking 


the Amir in order that hi 2 
from Herat. Obvionsly he is : 
hostilities with the Amir. H 3 Bi 
by General Roberts. a 
The Herat Sardars are „„ 
are not satisfled with him. 5 
tact and energy on 


Aiyub Khan. 
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( 382 ) 
to the Amir if he requires it. Aiyub Khan is not only the 
enemy of Abdul Rahman Khan, but he is also our enemy. 


Moreover, it should be observed that Abdul Rahman Khan is 


our nominee. We should assist him in keeping himself on the 
throne and not allow him to be deposed by any of his rivals. 


NATIVE STATES. 
The Gwalior correspondent of the NVasim-i- Agra of the 
Robberies in Narwar, 7th June says that a few days ago 
Gwalior. a2 daring robbery was conimĩited at Su- 
kalpur i in Narwar (Gwalior). The robbers carried away about 
twenty-two thousand rupees worth of property. Several rob- 
beries have lately occurred in Narwar. It is to be regretied 


that the Gwalior Darbar does not adopt measures a to prevent 
their occurrence. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Pramod Sindhu (published in Marathi at Amraoti) 


Th we of the 6th June, referring to the case 
of 22 N — * 

Yekshmi, a Brahmin wi- of Vijaya Lakshmi, a Brahmin widow 
dow of Sart who 85 of Surat, who was couvicted of killing 


her newly-born child and sentenced 20 
death by the Sessions Judge, and the sentence of death was 


commuted to that of transportation by Mr. Justice West 
of the Bombay High Court on appeal, remarks that the case 
has created a great stir in Bombay. Some persons contend 
that erring widows should not be punished with severity, 
and in some such cases the aconsed have been leniently dealt 
with. But as such cases are of frequent occurrence, Mr. 
Justice West resolved to make an example of Vijaya 
Lakshmi and only commuted the sentence, but refused 8 A 

recommend her to Government for mercy. It is no doubt 
a very heinous crime to kill helpless children, and the evil: 
should be put down by all means; but we doubt whether 
the infliction of severe punishments will tend to heck the 
evil. Hund reds of Hindu widows in different parts of t! 0 


(333) 


bave no means of becoming acquainted with Mr. West's judg- 
ment, and therefore his judgment can have no effect on them. 
Moreover, looking at the peculiar condition of Hindu widows, 
no one can ay prove of the severe punishment inflicted on 
Vijaya Lakshmi. Our women receive no education that ; 
might enable them to distinguish between ri ight and wrong. 
Our widows are not allowed to marry. Far from allowing 

widows to marry, we marry our women at a very early age, 

and therefore they have greater chance of becoming widows 

than they would have if they were married at an advanced 

age. There is a great difference between the condition of 
women in England and India, which Mr. West appears to havo 

overlooked. First, Englishwomen are generally educated, and 
are therefore able to distinguish between what is wrong-and 

what is right; but this is not the case with women here. 

Secondly, although some Englishwomen are never able to 
marry, they live on hope; but Hinda widows have no hope of 
remarriage. Thirdly, we think there ave many houses in 
England where children disowned by their parents are fed 
and brought up, and therefore any woman in England who 
gives birth to an illegitimate child can secretly send it to 
any of these houses and is under no necessity to kill it in 
order to escape shame. But there are no such houses in this 
country. It is quite unnatural that a woman should kill 
her own children with her own hands, but the fear of disho- 
nour compels a woman who gives birth to. an illegitimate 
child to kill it. It is the duty of the leaders of the Hindu 
community to adopt some measures to improve the condition 
of the Hindu widows. The. Government should also show 
some indulgence to Hindu widows convicted of intently, 
and not inflict severe punishment upon them. pope ed i 


The same paper refers to the rules which have: lately 


The trial of Sessions cases been issued by the Bombay High 
in Bombay during che rains. Oourt for the trial of sessions cases 


by the Sessions Judges during the four months of the 
approaching rainy weather. Tle Judges have been told 
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that when any caso is committed to the sessions, they should 
endeavour to try it as soon as possible. The ordinary 
rule that sessions should begin on the first Monday in each 
month is to be held in abeyance. When:the Magistrate has 
to commit any case to the sessions, he will previously 
enquire from the Sassions Judge on what date he should 


commit it, if speedy communication: with him by telegraph or 


any other means is possible. If such communication is not 
possible, the Magistrate will observe the rule that when he has 
already committed a case to the sessions, at least two days must 
elapse before he commits another case. These rules have been 
issued by the High Court at the instanoo of the Bombay 
Government. Apparently the object of the Bombay Govern- 
ment is that there should be no delay in the decision of 
sessions cases, in order that the prisoners and the witnesses 
may not be exposed to inconvenience by the delay. The 
Bombay Government is entitled to all praise for this. There 
should be no delay in the decision of orimin d cases. Some- 
times persons remain in custody for several months and are 
ultimately found to be innocent and are acquitted. Some 


trrangements should be also made in Berar — delay 
in the decision of sessions cases. 


The A ftdb-i- Punjab of the 6th June says that the display 
of sympathy on any one’s part towards 
lis countrymen on some occasions is 
a good thing. But one should not 
always show partiality: towards his 
countrymen, and especially the display of such partiality ina 
Judge is a sin. There is an old story current ‘among the 
people :—Once upon a time a Hindu and a Musalman 
called on an old Musalman for justice in the hot weather. 
When they reached the place where the old man sat’ they 
had to stand in the sun, As it was the month of Ramzan 
at the time, the old man thought that the Musalman suitor, 
who kept the Ramzan fast, would be exposed to great 
inconvenience if he stood long in the zun, and ‘therefore 


The case of the European 
roldier who lately shot a 
native at Mian Mir and was 
acquitted by the Lahore 
Chief Court. 


(335) 
allowed him to stand in the shade. When the old man died 


and reached the next world, God punished him for his 


showing this indulgence to a man through race feeling by 
rendering one of his eyes blind. When a man was punished 
by God in this way for showing such small indulgence to 
a man of his own race against one of another race, the pun- 
ishment which awaits those Judges in the next world who 
are accustomed to pass jadgments favourable to their 
countrymen, and who consider it their duty to do so, may 
be better imagined than described. We regret to state that, in 
spite of Her Majesty's proclamation that she recognizes no 
distinction between her European and Native subjects, 
the European Judges always show partiality to Euro- 
peans against Natives. Hundreds of natives have 


been killed by Europeans, but to our knowledge none 


of the accused has been sentenced to death nor even to 
transportation for life. When a man falls a victim to the 


blows of a rampant Anglo-Saxon, his death is ascribed to the 


rupture of the spleen, When a man is shot by a European, 
the latter is declared to have fired the gun in self-defence in 
order to intimidate the deceased. In all such cases the 
accused has generally only to pay a nominal fine. In a 
recent case of this kind which was decided by the Lahore 
Chief Court on the 27th ultimo the Court displayed unprece- 
dented partiality towards the accused, one James Rayes, a 
European soldier. The accused first killed a dog at Mian 


Mir, and when the owner of tha dog remonstrated with | 


him, he shot him also. The accused pleaded that he fired 
the gun only. in order to intimidate the deceased, not to 
kill him. The court accepted the excuse and eee him. 
He was not even fined a farthing. | coused 


Court have acquitted | the: a ai ? 1 5 ol all the 
evidence that might have been beine in favour. of his 
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justice against Europeans even at tlie higliest tribunals in 
the country, what can they expect from the lower courts? 


The European Judges do not care for natives even as mucli 
as for animals. If a man overloads an animal or cruelly 
beats it, he is sure to be punished. Buta European can 


kill a native with perfect impunity. It is this impunity - 


that encourages Europeans to kill natives without the least 
hesitation. They may hesitate to kill an animal, but they 
attack a native as a lion does his prey. Such incidents 
are not of rare occurrence, but one or two natives fall vic- 
tims every week. It is high time that the Government 
should interfere and protect the natives from the violence 
of Europeans. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 6th June, Nate to the 
sa 8 of the accused by the Chief Court is to 
be deeply regretted. When the Chief Court thinks so lightly 
of the killing of natives by Europeans, what can we expect 


from the lower Courts? We give below a vernacular trans- 


lation of the account, given in the Civil and Military Gazette, 
of the proceedings of the case, in order that our countrymen 
may be able to judge for themselves and express their opinion 
in regard to such an important case, in which a European 
who had killed a native was not sentenced to imprison- 


ment even for a single day, nor fined a single farthing. 
The Rahbar-i-Hind here gives a translation of the too 
articles that appeared in the Civil and Military Gazette of 

the 26th and 27th May, and then remarks:—We cannot 
say what is the opinion of Europeans, in whom the race x 
feeling is very strong, in regard to the merits of the ease; 
but the natives do not consider the evidence to be favourable 
to the accused. The Judge made the most of the small dis. 4 


crepancies in the statements of the witnesses for the prose 


tion, while he implicitly accepted the evidence produced: en | 
behalf of the accused. The counsel for the defence could a 
call in no eye-witness except Slarner, but he ought to bare | 


same case, remarks that the acquittal 


( 


been tried as an accomplice with Rayes. Ue was ‘released 
on the very first day of the trial in order that he might be 

examined as a witness. The accused was acquitted by 

court in accordance with his own statement. If unfortunate 
Chirag, the deceased, pursued the soldiers, remonstrated with 
them for killing his dog, and asked them to go with him to 
the officer commanding the regiment to which they belonged, 
he committed no fault. If Rayes was a good-natured man, 
and if Slarner was ready to pay Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 to the 
deceased as damages for his dog, why did they object 

to go to the commanding officer? Slarner appears to bea 
very shrewd man. He invented the story of the offer of 
damages in order to convince the oredulous and sympathetio 
Judge that he was ready to settle the quarrel amicably. 
Edwards appears to be still more shrewd than Slarner. He 
says that a body of natives, armed withsticks, suddenly reached 
him and took his gun from him. The natives must have 
been in a state of excitement at the time, but he heard no 
no:se of theircoming! Have natives become so bold that they 
should venture to wrest a gun from a European soldier when 
anative has just been shot by another soldier? The Jadges 
should be very careful in passing jadgments. Their judg- 
ments should not be such that even ordinary persons could 
find fault with them. The Government Advocate appears 
to have done nothing in this case. He allowed the tutored 
witnesses for the defeuce to deceive the J udge by saying a 
great many things which had no direct connection with the 
case. The station-master of Mian Mir said that he saw six 
or seven natives standing outside his room, when Edwards 
said that he saw about fifteen or twenty natives passing. Is 

there no difference in these two statements? The J udge took 
no notice of this and believed the European witnesses.. But 
the evidence of the three native witnesses for the prosecution 
was not believed because they said that only they were present 
when the deceased was shot, while a fourth eye-witness was 
also called by the counsel for 55 prosecution. But it is useless 
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to criticize evidence produced by both sides, because the 
accused himself acknowledged that he shot the deceased and 
was acquitted on the ground of self-defence. It would have 
been better if Dr. Fairweather had ascribed the death 
of the deceased to some sickness. In that case the Chief 
Court would have escaped all this -criticism. Dr. Fair- 
weather, who examined the wound of the deceased, said 
that the gun must have been fired from the distance of ten 


or twelve inches. Hence the accused cannot. be considered 


to have fired the gun in self-defence, because the deceased 
could not beat the accused with a large stick if they were so 
near each other. The accused did not like to go to the com- 
manding officer in the custody of the natives, and shot the 
deceased because he was convinced that he would never be 
sentenced to death in consideration of his bravery. The 
lesson which the learned Judge gave to the jury clearly shows 
that he did not like that the brave soldier should be punished. 
We hope that the Panjab Government will take notice of this 
case | 9 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 7th June, referring to the case 
Tue case of the three of the three European soldiers who 
charged with killing u r. were charged with killing a carriage- 
riage-driver at Agra. driver at Agra, states that the soldiers 
have been acquitted by the Sessions Judge on the ground 
that there was no sufficient ‘evidence to convict, them. The 
people are not satisfied with the Judge’s decision. They say 
that if the accused had been natives, the same evidence would 
have been deemed sufficient for their conviction. —_ 


The Koh-i-Nér of the 4th June publishes an article, ommu- 
The Firospur torture nicated by its Firozpur correspondent, 
case, in which the details of @ case of police 
torture are given. A man, his wife and children, and his 
wife’s sisters were horribly tortured by Nihal Chand, tho 
deputy inspector of police of Dharamkot, Firoapur. The man 
died from the effects of the torture. The police cast his 


„ „ „ e ee 


( 339 ) 


body into a well and gave out that he had committed. suicide 


by throwing himself into the well. The case is pending 
‘nthe court of Munshi Ram Sabai, Extra Assistant Gom- 


missioner. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Delhi, 

A native girl wounded by states that a European soldier, stand- 
a European soldier at Delhi. ing on the bank of the Jumna at 
Delhi, fired a gun at a game on the other bank. The bullet 
struck a native girl and wounded her. The occurrence was 
accidental, and consequently the accused was acquitted by 
the Magistrate. The editor remarks that even if the accused 
had voluntarily shot the girl and she had died, he would 


have received no punishment. He would have been sent to 


the Lahore Chief Court for trial, where he would have found a 
very merciful Judge in Mr. Justice Plowden. If this state 
of things continues, many natives will fall victims in the 
Panjab every year. 


The Vrite Dhard published i in Marathi at Dhar) of the 


The Irish Land Bill. 6th June says that the Home Govern- 


ment wishes to push the Irish Land 


Bill through Parliament as soon as possible, but the Bill has 
met with so much opposition that the discussion on ita first 
clause has not yet ended. If Parliament goes on at this rate, 
it will take at least one year to pass the Bill. Fifteen hundred 
amendments have already been made and the number is 
increasing every day. Some of our countrymen may complain 


of the great haste with which laws are passed in this country, 


and refer to the case of the Press Act to show in what an 


extremely short time any law can be passed here. But they 
should remember that there is a great difference between 


England and India. In England the people have a voice in 
the administration of. their country, but the Government of 
India is an unmitigated despotism. We have nothing to do 
with the state of affairs in en. ‘The will of the rulers 
is law to us, ' 
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The Oudh Akhbar of the 9th June refers to the Nibpore 
The Sibpore Engineer- Engineering College affair, and urges 
ing College. that the Director of Public Instruction 
should reconsider his order and readmit the boys into the 
college. It is not wise that such a useful institution should 
be allowed to be abolished in this way. We cannot approve 
of a spirit of insubordination in a student. But the students 
of the Sibpore College only sent a petition to the Director 
against the Professor. It would have been quite sufficient to 
reject the petition. There was no necessity to ask the 
students to withdraw it. The Professor was also not right 


in pushing a student by the neck, because corporal punish- 
ment is suited to children and not to grown-up boys. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 7th June, referring to the 
The Lahore reservoir Lahore reservoir accident, says that 
n it complained last year that the work 
was being pushed on with great haste, but no notice was taken 
of its complaint. The accident has inflicted a great loss not 
only on the municipal committee, but also on those persons 
whose houses are situated near the reservoir and have been 
undermined by water. The question is who is responsible 
for the incident. The contractor disowns all responsibility, — 
on the ground that the work was done under the supervision 
of the Government Engineer. He also says that he told the 
Engineer in the beginning that the ground was not suitable for 
areservoir. But if the Engineer did not listen to him, he 
should have brought this matter to the notice of the higher 
authorities. The Engineer may plead that he built the found- 
ation of the reservoir as deep as that of the reservoirs con- 
structed at other places. But the foundation should have been 
deeper here, as the ground here is not so strong as at other 
places. It is also said that the lime used was not good. Ax 
enquiry should be immediately made into this matter. (The 
Kol- i- Nur has expressed somewhat similar sentiments on the 


subject. The accident hae been noticed by all the papers o . 
Lahore.) 


C3.) 
0ST. oFFIC E. 
The Sadig-al-Akhbar-( Bahawalpur) of the 9th June com- 


Irregularity in the deli- 


by the postal officers. paper to the subscribers at some 


places. The issues 1 the Sadig-al- Akhbar for two months 


were delivered at once by the post-office at Uch to the nephew 
of Nawab Rab Niwaz Khan, the chief of Ahmadpur. Like- 
wise a gentleman at Gailawalla received copies of the paper 
for three months at the same time from the post-office at 
Lodhran. The Postmaster-General should see to this. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Nasim-i-Agra of the 7th June, in its local news 
The prevalence of theft Column, complains of the prevalence 
at Agra. od theft at A gra. 


The Naiyar-i-Azim (Moradabad) of the 7 th J ane, refer- 


The case of Munshi ing to the dismissal of the appeal of 


indarman. Munshi Indarman by the Allahabad 
High Court, expresses great satisfaction at the dismissal and 


praises the High Court for its justice. 


plains of the irregular delivery by the 
very of the Sadig-al-Akhbar postal officers of the copies of the 
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